
I am not sure if you are aware but our scripture readings for Sundays rotate on a three-year 

cycle.  Each year is dedicated, with a few exceptions, to one of the three synoptic Gospels, 

Matthew, Mark and Luke.  This year is year C and so our Sunday Gospels will generally come 

from the Gospel of Luke.   

The tradition about St. Luke tells us that he was a physician, a healer.  And, in part, this tradition 

comes from the way he describes Jesus.  Jesus is above all merciful, compassionate, the divine 

physician, the healer of souls. 

The famous parables of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son, both stories of sacrifice, 

mercy and forgiveness are unique to the Gospel of Luke.  And there are unique elements to the 

Passion narrative as well.  When Jesus is dying on the cross, he forgives one of the thieves who 

has been crucified with him, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” And looking at those who 

condemned him, looking at us, he says, “Father forgive them they know not what they do.”  

Today our Gospel reading gives us St. Luke’s version of the Beatitudes.  The more famous 

version, the one we are more familiar with, comes from St. Matthew.   Matthew’s version is 

more nuanced.  Today Jesus is more direct.  It is not blessed are the poor in spirit, but blessed 

are the poor, not those who hunger and thirst for righteousness but those who are physically 

hungry, who have nothing to eat.  And, unlike Matthew, we have a series of woes. Woe to you 

who are rich, you have already received your consolation, woe to you who are full for you will 

be hungry, woe to you who are respected by the world for that is how the false prophets were 

treated.    

So, what gives?  Is this more blunt, direct and condemnatory tone in line with the 

compassionate face of Jesus?  Are we hearing the healing words of the divine physician speak 

to us? 

If we take a moment to reflect on the woes that St. Luke describes, woe to you who are rich, 

who are full, who laugh, who have worldly respect we should be able to see in them a sense of 

self-sufficiency.  They all describe a successful life and that success can distract us from the 

realities of the spiritual life, allow us to put God on a shelf and not pay any attention to him. 

 

If we are not careful we can identify ourselves with our successes our achievements and then 

pride takes the next step- we forget about God.  And concomitant to that, when we come to 

the point that our successes, our resources fail us, when we enter the path of dying and they 

are taken away from us, what happens?   We lose hope, we despair because we have lost sight 

of our true good, God. 

So let us pay attention to these woes today-let the divine physician heal us of our pride so that 

we discover our greatest riches, not in ourselves, our stuff, our successes, in the respect of the 

world but in Christ alone.  


